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FOREWORD 


■f 

ON  MARCH  6, 1906,  a number  of  persons,  most  of  them 
entirely  blind,  a few  with  partial  sight,  met  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  George  L.  Maitland,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
discuss  the  establishment  of  a Home  for  the  aged  blind. 
Of.  the  twenty-one  Homes  for  the  aged,  visited  by  Mrs. 
Agnes  B.  Reybold,  who  had  inaugurated  the  movement, 
only  two  would  accept  the  blind.  Even  the  church 
Homes  for  the  aged  were  not  willing  then  to  admit  those 
deprived  of  sight. 

The  Chapin  Memorial  Home  was  named  for  Mr.  William 
Chapin,  who  had  consecrated  his  life  to  the  service  of  the 
blind  and  had  visioned  a Home  of  happiness  and  security 
for  the  sightless  in  their  declining  years.  The  Home  was 
incorporated  November  20,  1908,  and  its  first  president 
was  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  a man  who,  like  Mr.  Chapin, 
dedicated  his  life  to  work  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  George  A.  Smith,  the  vice-president,  in  January 
1910,  lent  a small  house  at  2139  North  Stanley  Street, 
Philadelphia,  where,  within  a few  days,  the  Home  was 
started  with  three  elderly  ladies  as  its  first  residents. 
This  small  family,  a housekeeper  and  a manservant  filled 
the  house  to  capacity.  The  need  of  larger  accommoda- 
tions immediately  became  apparent  as  applications  for 
admission  were  coming  in  rapidly. 

A large  bazaar,  which  was  sponsored  by  a number  of 
churches,  was  very  successful  and  brought  to  the  Home  a 
considerable  sum. 

In  May,  1911,  the  property  at  6713  Woodland  Avenue 
was  purchased  and  made  comfortable  for  the  family  of 
residents.  Those  on  the  waiting  list  could  then  be  ad- 
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raitted.  In  1912  the  adjoining  property  at  6711  Woodland 
Avenue  was  secured  for  the  use  of  the  men  who  had  ap- 
plied for  admission.  Again,  in  1914,  further  enlargement 
was  felt  to  be  necessary  and  an  annex  was  added  to  6713 
Woodland  Avenue  which  gave  room  for  more  guests.  At 
present  there  are  eighteen  women  and  five  men  residents 
in  the  Home. 

The  Home  is  supported  entirely  by  legacies  and  volun- 
tary contributions  and  receives  neither  county  nor  state  aid. 

From  time  to  time  legacies  and  gifts  have  been  secured 
by  the  efforts  of  its  friends,  particularly  by  Mr.  John  Cad- 
walader,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Henry  Woodward, 
who  constantly  devoted  much  of  their  time  and  energy  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Chapin  Home.  These  are  supplemented 
by  money  derived  from  two  events  of  the  year — in  the 
spring  the  June  Fete,  and  in  the  autumn  Donation  Day, 
held  toward  the  end  of  October  as  near  to  the  date  of 
Mr.  Chapin’s  birthday  as  is  convenient. 

The  family  of  Miss  Edith  Manning,  a former  Manager 
of  the  Home,  presented  the  Home  with  a fund,  the  income 
from  which  is  distributed  among  the  Home  residents,  thus 
enabling  them  to  gratify  any  small  needs. 

The  Moon  fund  supplies  the  Christmas  cheer,  an  enter- 
tainment given  at  the  Christmas  season,  accompanied  by 
refreshments. 

Acknowledgment  is  made  of  receipt  of  the  following 


legacies  in  the  year  1943 : 

Estate  of  Maria  C.  Voigt $1,057.46 

Estate  of  Iva  Seal  Thompson 626.30 

Estate  of  Robert  Saint  Clair 138.38 

Estate  of  Flora  Lind 500.00 

Estate  of  Lydia  Voltz  Morton 500.00 


The  Home,  in  its  thirty-five  years  of  existence,  has 
had  five  presidents:  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  Mr.  John  Cad- 
walader,  Mr.  John  Cadwalader,  Jr.,  Mr.  Caleb  J.  Milne, 
Jr.,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  R.  Hoffman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


February  1943-1944 


Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

ON  BEHALF  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Chapin 
Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind,  it  is  again  my  priv- 
ilege to  render  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1943. 

Throughout  the  year  many  problems  have  arisen  which 
have  demanded  much  time  and  thought  on  the  part  of  the 
various  Committees  of  the  Board  and  your  Managers  have 
actively  been  interested  in  all  these  problems,  endeavoring 
to  assure  the  smooth  running  of  the  Home  and  provide 
happiness  to  those  entrusted  to  our  care.  Due  to  War  con- 
ditions, one  of  the  most  troublesome  of  these  problems  has 
been  securing  competent  help  at  the  salaries  permitted  by 
the  budget.  It  is  difficult  for  a Home  such  as  ours  to  com- 
pete with  the  alluring  high  wages  offered  by  defense  plants, 
governmental  agencies,  and  other  institutions  able  to  meet 
these  high  wages.  However,  your  Managers  feel  that  none 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  Home  has  been  lost  although  a 
greater  burden  has  fallen  on  those  of  the  staff  who  have 
remained  with  us.  While  the  food  problem  is  just  as  acute, 
if  not  more  so,  in  an  institution  than  in  a private  home, 
the  food  has  continued  to  be  of  high  grade  and  as  varied 
as  can  be  expected  under  all  the  conditions. 

During  the  year  changes,  of  course,  have  occurred  in 
the  personnel  of  the  Board  and  we  record  with  genuine 
sorrow  the  death  of  Miss  Minnie  O.  Fleischman,  who  for 
so  many  years  gave  unstintingly  of  her  time  and  energy  to 
the  interests  of  the  Home  and  its  residents.  The  resigna- 
tions of  Mrs.  Doyle,  Mrs.  Galvin,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  Mr. 
Marcu,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Curding  were  ac- 
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cepted  by  the  Board  and  Mrs.  Schoff,  Mr.  Schieble,  Mrs. 
Jones,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beckett  were 
elected  to  serve  on  the  Board,  thus  leaving  two  vacancies, 
those  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes. 

While  no  great  structural  changes  have  been  made,  the 
buildings  have  been  kept  in  good  repair  with  all  necessary 
painting  and  papering  promptly  done.  The  men’s  build- 
ing has  been  greatly  improved  by  Venetian  blinds  and  the 
acquisition  of  very  comfortable  and  attractive  living  room 
furniture.  There  is  a constant  need  for  minor  repairs  and 
the  Household  Committee  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
excellent  maintenance  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  which 
are  a real  addition  to  the  neighborhood. 

In  a Home  where  the  ages  range  for  the  most  part  far 
beyond  the  allotted  span  of  life,  it  is  but  natural  that 
changes  should  occur  and  we  report  the  death  of  five  of 
our  residents  during  1943,  namely,  Mr.  Kefover,  Mrs. 
MacFarlane,  Mrs.  Simpson,  Mrs.  Leamy  and  Mr.  Pearce, 
the  latter  95  years  of  age  at  his  death,  and  the  addition 
of  Miss  Kirk,  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Gawthorp  and  Miss 
Gruber. 

The  health  of  our  residents  is  carefully  watched  and 
everything  is  done  to  keep  them  in  as  good  physical  con- 
dition as  their  ages  permit.  During  the  outbreak  of  the 
influenza,  recently,  the  Home  was  closed  to  visitors,  and, 
as  a result,  there  was  very  little  illness  from  colds.  This 
is  particularly  to  be  noted  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in 
many  Homes,  where  no  restriction  was  placed  on  visitors, 
a large  percentage  of  the  residents  was  bedridden. 

The  Board  of  Managers  are  very  grateful  to  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital  for  taking  such  splendid  care  of  our 
seriously  ill  and  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  MacCallum  through  whose 
efforts  it  has  been  possible  to  send  our  residents  to  that 
Hospital.  We  are  also  deeply  appreciative  of  the  manner 
in  which  Dr.  Turnbull  of  the  Philadelphia  General  Hos- 
pital has  taken  care  of  our  residents  when  occasion  arose. 


8 


\\  hile  the  June  Fete  and  Donation  Day  were  on  a much 
smaller  scale  and  entirely  different  in  character  than  in 
former  years,  the  spirit  of  friendliness  and  cooperation  and 
the  participation  of  the  residents  in  the  festivities  made 
these  days  most  successful  and  enjoyable. 

Dinners,  musicales,  and  special  treats  have  been  pro- 
vided throughout  the  year  by  the  many  friends  of  the  Home 
and  we  are  particularly  glad  to  record  the  generosity  of 
Miss  Maulsby,  Miss  Delaplaine,  Miss  Greenough  and  Mrs. 
Schoff.  The  Christmas  Party,  as  usual,  rounded  out  the 
year's  festivities,  and,  while  all  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  at  all  times  do  everything  asked  of  them,  we 
are  very  thankful  to  have  as  one  of  our  members,  Dr. 
Rollo  F.  Maitland,  who,  with  his  daughter,  is  always 
ready  to  provide  enjoyment  for  the  residents  with  their 
musical  talents.  We  should  also  here  acknowledge  with 
much  appreciation  the  lovely  Christmas  music  provided, 
through  Miss  Horner,  by  the  girls  of  the  Overbrook 
School.  Indeed,  these  talented  young  ladies  from  that 
School  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  helped  make  our 
entertainments  the  successes  which  they  always  are. 

The  birthday  of  each  resident  is  appropriately  remem- 
bered and,  through  the  generosity  of  the  Elizabeth  Roe 
Dunning  Fund,  a birthday  cake  is  provided  for  that  day. 

The  spiritual  life  of  our  residents  is  enriched  by  the 
services  which  are  held  each  Sunday  and  the  Managers 
are  most  grateful  to  the  various  clergymen  who  have 
so  generously  added  these  services  to  very  full  and  strenu- 
ous programs  of  their  own. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lillian  M.  Thomas, 
Secretary,  Board  of  Managers. 
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REPORT  OF  LADIES’  AUXILIARY 
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SINCE  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind  the 
Auxiliary  Committee  have  held  meetings  on  the  following 
dates:  March  10th,  May  12th,  October  13th  and  Decem- 
ber 8th,  1943,  and  February  9th,  1944. 

The  Auxiliary  was  very  grateful  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  their  gift  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  spent  in  supplies 
for  the  Occupational  Therapy  Class. 

The  Occupational  Therapy  Class  has  been  continued 
under  the  able  supervision  of  Mrs.  Charles  Lee,  Chairman. 
We  were  all  very  sorry  to  lose  Miss  Howell  as  O.T.  teacher 
in  April  last — she  was  so  very  kind  and  understanding  of 
our  old  folk.  However  we  were  very  fortunate  in  engag- 
ing the  services  of  Mrs.  Moore — she  is  still  with  us  and 
seems  to  bring  cheer  and  interest  to  her  class. 

The  exhibit  of  the  work  done  by  the  O.  T.  Class  during 
Gimbel  Week  was  very  satisfactory  and  we  were  able  to 
pay  the  people  in  the  Home  for  their  share  in  the  proceeds 
as  follows: — 


Mrs.  Brady 

. . .$31.60 

Mrs.  Nicholls. . . 

. $1.13 

Mrs.  Culey 

. . . 11.89 

Mr.  Bradford. . . . 

. . 2.25 

Miss  Lusk 

. . . 7.30 

Mr.  Weinhold. . . 

..  17.75 

Mr.  Norton. . . . 

. . . 4.40 

Miss  Miller 

.20 

Mrs.  Rambo. . . . 

...  7.88 

Mrs.  Jones 

. 5-90 

A grand  total  of 

.$90.32 

Our  guests  so  much  appreciate  the  frequent  visits  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Lee. 

Mrs.  Charles  Doe  visited  the  Home  every  fortnight  and 
read  aloud  to  a group  of  8 or  10. 
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Mrs.  Schoff  visited  the  Home  every  week  and  brought 
encouragement  to  all  she  visited. 

At  Christmas  time  Mrs.  Doe  representing  the  Philo 
Musican  Club  took  candy  to  those  in  the  Home,  but  on 
account  of  the  ‘ flu''  epidemic  the  program  was  cancelled. 
The  Men’s  Smoker  was  also  cancelled. 

All  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Committee  were  very 
pleased  at  the  appointment  of  our  Chairman  Mrs.  Leon- 
ard H.  Schoff  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  as  she  always 
has  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  old  people  in  her 
heart.  We  offer  increased  co-operation  and  goodwill  in 
facing  the  work  that  lies  ahead  which  is  of  such  vital 
importance  to  both  committees. 

We  were  sorry  to  hear  of  4 deaths  in  the  Home.  All 
had  been  expected.  One  who  needed  special  care  had  a 
private  nurse,  her  services  paid  by  2 members  of  the 
Auxiliary. 

In  March  Mrs.  Schoff,  Miss  Delaplaine  and  Miss  Thomp- 
son entertained  in  the  Home  taking  refreshments  and 
entertainment  there. 

During  May  a party  was  given  by  Mrs.  Schoff  in  the 
Home.  Miss  Julia  Williamson  recited  and  Mrs.  Mellor 
provided  the  ice  cream  at  teatime.  A happy  time  was 
had  by  all. 

Several  members  of  the  Auxiliary  attended  the  June 
Fete  this  year,  enjoying  the  reception  and  tea.  The  O.  T. 
Class  had  a table  of  articles  for  sale. 

One  of  our  old  contributors,  Mrs.  Frank  Tovar,  visited 
Philadelphia  during  the  Summer.  She  was  entertained 
by  Mrs.  Schoff  and  Mrs.  Dunn.  They  visited  the  Home 
together  and  Mrs.  Tovar  was  much  interested  and  pleased 
with  everything  there. 

Donation  Day  was  held  on  October  21st  this  year  and 
several  of  the  Auxiliary  were  present  for  tea. 

Our  Treasurer  reported  that  our  contributions  have  fal- 
len off  a great  deal  as  we  only  received  the  sum  of  $45-50 
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this  year,  about  half  the  amount  vve  received  last  year. 
However,  we  shall  try  to  carry  on  and  do  all  that  we  can 
to  make  the  old  folks  happy. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  night  nurse  is  very 
popular. 

We  were  all  sorry  to  lose  through  death  one  of  the 
oldest — or  maybe  the  oldest — member  of  the  Auxiliary, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Swain,  in  June  last.  Her  memory  will  al- 
ways be  an  inspiration  to  carry  on  the  good  work  which 
she  and  so  many  of  her  contemporaries  started  many 
years  ago. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  T.  Levick, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Abstract  from  the  Treasurer’s  Report 
for  THE  Year  1943 

PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 

Investments  and  Cash 

Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Fund .$1  092  50 

Irene  M.  Woodward  and  Agnes  B.  Reybold  Fund 89,824  89 

Edith  M.  Manning  Residents'  Fund 760  00 

Harriet  C.  Hill  5,088.28 

Beulah  T.  P,  Milne  Fund j qjq  qq 

Robert  C.  Moon  Fund j 462  50 

Permanent  Fund 85,670.46 

Estate  of  Mary  E.  Gramlich  Fund 59  78 

Louisa  Chapin  Rothermel  Fund 3 142  30 

General  Endowment  Fund 76,289.24 

Genera]  Endowment  Fund,  Samuel  W.  Haines  Estate 31,570.24 

H.  D.  Justi  Fund 1 149.82 

John  Cadwalader  Memorial  Fund 57,399.18 

D.  D.  Wood  Fund 2 156.00 

Burial  Fund 2 755.97 

Campbell  Memorial  Room  Fund 6,362.19 

Liborio  Delfino  and  Emma  R.  N.  Delfino  Fund 1,811.95 

$371,645.30 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT 


Receipts 

Balance  on  Hand — January  1,  1943 $2,116-58 

Contributions 115-00 

General  Income 2,218.79 

Donation  Day  Proceeds 387-56 

Pensions  received  from  residents 6,878.70 

Henry  D.  Justi  Fund 35-00 

John  Cadwalader  Memorial  Fund 2,056.33 

David  D.  Wood  Trust 77.50 

Stanley  Street  (2139)  Rentals 75-00 

Louisa  Chapin  Rothermel  Fund 214.00 

Samuel  L.  Haines  Fund 1,136.93 

Mary  Elizabeth  Gramlich  Fund 8.40 

Harriet  C.  Hill  Fund 175.00 

Edith  M.  Manning  Residents'  Fund 60.00 

Robert  C.  Moon  Fund 251.94 

Permanent  Fund 3,560.83 

Irene  M.  Woodward  and  Agnes  B.  Reybold  Fund 3,649.06 

General  Endowment  Fund 4,228.87 

Beulah  T.  P.  Milne  Fund 53.86 

Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Fund 45.00 

L.  Delfino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Memorial  Fund 68.25 

Campbell  Room  Fund 131.26 

$27,543.86 
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Payments 


Maintenance  and  Other  Expenses 


$16,929.68 


Taxes  and  Expenses  on  Real  Estate 

Sheldon  Lane $96.69 

5255  Walnut  Street 206.52 

Stanley  Street 85.46 

Yocum  Street 78.66 

467.33 

Residents  Share  of  Pensions  Returned 2,261.11 

Support  of  Robert  B.  Haines  from  Samuel  W.  Haines  Estate  500.00 

Income  for  use  of  Residents 156.50 

Medical  Services 200.00 

Transferred  to  Principal,  John  Cadwalader  Memorial  Fund.  1,776.56 

Canadian  Tax  on  Dividends  Received 60.00 

Accrued  Interest  Paid  on  Purchase  of  Investments 147.08 

Commissions  of  Treasurer 898.46 

Balance  December  31,  1943 4,147.14 

$27,543.86 
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The  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Managers  wish  to  thank 
their  many  friends  for  the  generous  help  and  support 
rendered  the  Home. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  for  Aged  Blind,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 


(Note. — A will  made  within  thirty  days  of  decease  of 
testator  is  void  as  to  charities  in  Pennsylvania.) 


Allen,  Lan®  .t  Scott,  Pblliiria. 


